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Introduction:
The Murray Darling catchment covers more than one million square kilometers, one sixth of Australia –
and includes 24 major rivers. Key issues in the Murray Darling basin in relation to impacts of climate
(change) on water management are: biodiversity, salinisation, water quality, rising water tables, water
logging and water scarcity.

Estimated changes in stream flow in the east-central Murray Darling basin range from 0 to –20% in
2030 and +5 to –45% in 2070. This would result in water shortages, particularly in winter rainfed
systems that are already under stress.  This would sharpen competition between different water users,
especially where large diversions to river systems are made for industry and irrigation (agriculture).
Natural values of wetlands in the Murray-Darling Basin, already affected by dams and irrigation would
be placed under even more stress by a decline in rainfall.
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